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Week Masses:
St. Patrick’s Church, Aughaclay:
Connolly Foundation Oratory:

Tuesday at 7:30pm
Friday at 10am

Anniversary Mass: Maureen Devlin Adam on Friday 21* July at 7.30pm in St Patrick’s Church.
Funeral Mass and Burial of Ashes: of Alexander and Patricia Black, (Mc Laughlin), Drumnaskea and USA on Saturday 22™
July at 11am in St. Mary’s Church.

First Anniversary: Mary Ann Kelly, Ballymena, Glengad on Saturday 19™ August at 6pm in St Patrick’s Church.
Anniversary Mass: Edward Mc Cole, Camata on Saturday 26™ August at 6pm in St. Patrick’s Church.

Anniversary Mass: Maggie Doherty, Culkeeney on Saturday 2™ September at 6pm in St. Patrick’s Church.

First Anniversary Mass: Colm Curley, Magherard on Saturday 30th September at 6pm in St. Patrick's Church.

Anniversary Mass: Carmel Mc Laughlin, Slieveban on Saturday 30™ September at 8pm in Star of the Sea Church.

Parish Collections for the last week: Thank You.

Aughaclay Malin Head Lagg Parish Fund €1355
Parish 800 245 310 Restoration Fund €1355
Restoration 800 245 310

Summer Dates: Blessing of the Graves: Sunday 13" August.  Malin Head Sports: Sunday 20" August
Parish Envelopes: Envelopes for July to December are now available in all churches. Envelopes are the preferred way to
contribute to our parish. All adults are invited to help support your parish.

During this Year of Prayer for Vocations to the Diocesan Priesthood we pray particularly for those currently discerning
a call to serve the Lord as priests of the diocese of Derry. May their hearts be rich soil as they hear God’s word, and
produce the choicest fruits in their service of the Church and God’s people.

Malin Parish Prayer Day for Marriage and Family Life: Next Thursday 20" July, our parish prays for the 24 hours for
Marriage & Family Life. Our proposed theme for this month is Grandparents — and Great Grandparents

To make this prayer continuous, many people in our parish have committed themselves to a specific hour of prayer in such a
way that the whole day and night are covered. Everyone is invited to join in this prayer, either by taking on an hour, or by
including this intention in your own prayer during that day.

Visitation of the Sick: Fr Devlin will visit the sick and housebound on Tuesday 18" July in the afternoon..
Malin Head Sports Planning Meeting on Wednesday 19™ July at 8.30pm in the meeting room in Star of the Sea Church.

Fr. Devlin Ruby (40™) Jubilee Celebration; The Parish Committee has organised a celebration for Friday 25" August with
Mass followed with celebration dinner dance in the Ballyliffin Lodge Hotel. Tickets are now available for the Dinner Dance in
the Ballyliffin Lodge Hotel from Martin 0868606890, Teish 0861683842, Davie 0863861188, Patrick 0868787609 Cost: €30.
Next Planning Meeting: Tuesday the 18" July at 9pm in Parochial Hall.

Car Boot Sale: Malin Parish Hall on Saturday 29" July. 11am — 4pm Tables €10. To book a table contact: 086 168 3842
Sincere Thanks for the Donations of €12,000 received this week for the repainting of Aughaclay Chapel. The Target for
fundraising is €50, 000 . Donors can be acknowledged publicly or given anonymously.

Aughaclay Chapel will be unavailable for worship from 10" September for several weeks. Weekend Masses will be held
in the Parochial Hall, Malin Town, funerals (if required) will be held in St Mary’s Lagg.
Aughaclay Chapel Repainting Committee: Last Remaining Mega Draw Tickets are selling fast. Tickets are €10 each,

3 for €25. Ticket can be bought in Bogg's Butchers, Centra Malin, Lafferty's Shop Glengad, Mullin's Shop Malin Head or by
contacting John, Patrick or Seamus by text or WhatsApp on 0868452901, 0866061557 or 0877635011. Draw will take place
on Sunday the 30™ July.. A new online draw is currently running on Facebook page.

Pilgrimage to Knock Shrine for Grandparents will take place on World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly, Sunday 23™
July. Rosary at 2pm, Anointing of the Sick at 2:30pm, Mass at 3pm, followed by Benediction and Rosary Procession. Dana
will sing the pilgrimage favourite, Lady of Knock, as well as her new hymn, Light the Flame. Children's Prayer Appeal: Inviting
all children to write a prayer for their grandparents and send it to Knock Shrine Museum. Online at www.knockshrine.ie/watch.
Glengad Community Association AGM will take place on Monday 24" July at 9pm in Community Centre. Everyone
welcome to attend.

Gospel: Matthew 13:1-23 The Sower and the seed. The good soil of the receptive heart

Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such great crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and

sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A
sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. Other
seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of




soil. But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell
among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Let anyone with ears listen!”

Then the disciples came and asked him, “Why do you speak to them in parables?”” He answered, “To you it has been
given to know the secrets of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been given. For to those who have, more
will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken
away. The reason I speak to them in parables is that ‘seeing they do not perceive, and hearing they do not listen, nor
do they understand.” With them indeed is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah that says: ‘You will indeed listen, but never
understand, and you will indeed look, but never perceive. For this people’s heart has grown dull, and their ears are
hard of hearing, and they have shut their eyes; so that they might not look with their eyes, and listen with their ears,
and understand with their heart and turn-and I would heal them.’

“But blessed are your eyes, for they see, and your ears, for they hear. Truly I tell you, many prophets and righteous
people longed to see what you see, but did not see it, and to hear what you hear, but did not hear it.

“Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil
one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. As for what was sown on
rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; yet such a person has no root,
but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately
falls away. As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the
lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears
the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in
another thirty.”

The Power of the Word

As a former teacher, I’'m often surprised at what some past-pupils remember. It would be less embarrassing on
occasions if they conveniently forgot. “I remember you saying one time. ..” and out it comes, if not word for word, at
least in its general thrust as they heard it. Even merely spoken words can have an extraordinary life-span. Sometimes
we remember things our parents said, long after they are gone; their words are not dead so long as we are alive and
recall them. What’s true of the ordinary word is even more true of God’s. That’s what’s stressed in today’s readings.
It’s put in the strongest of terms in the reading from Isaiah 55:10-11: “So it is with the word that goes from my
mouth: it will not return to me unfulfilled, or before having carried out my good pleasure and having achieved what it
was sent to do.” The only defence against God’s word is inadvertent or deliberate deafness. And being deaf or hard of
hearing is something today’s Gospel does not recommend. In fact, it urges us to have our ears cocked. But it conveys
that message in a different image. It urges us to let the Word fall into good soil, so that it can yield a rich harvest in
our lives.

Even though we’re meant to have our ears cocked in church, and even though there’s no substitute for hearing God’s
word as a worshipping community, the richest soil in any parish has to be in the home. The home, more than any
place else, is a good place for growth. If space is made for God in the home, if parents pray with their children from
an early age, if parents treat one another well, if the relationships within the home are basically sound, if Mass, as
Christ’s memorial, is seen to matter to the older people, then there is a fair old chance that in the hearts and minds of
the children, the seed will take root and grow! It doesn’t always happen, but on balance, if we do the best we can,
there’s a fair old chance that it will! In a sense, education is what remains when you have forgotten the texts
themselves. We forget so easily what was said in church or school. We never forget what happens in the home. The
hate and the tension and the fighting, or the hope and the love and the peace. I knew a person once who used to get up
every night and do a Holy Hour for one of their children who was sick. Wasn’t that extraordinary? What family could
ever forget that? What family could fail to be influenced by it? But in a sense it’s a bad example because it’s so
exceptional. It’s the ordinary things that make the impact on most of us, the daily effort, the daily drudgery, the
repeated efforts a father or mother make separately or together to think of us and to remind us of God. It’s only when
somebody dies and people start looking back that the ordinary daily sacrifices take on a heroic pattern, and people
say, “God, she was a great woman” or “he was a great man.” If we receive God’s word every day in our lives and try
to live it, then we are scattering the seed ourselves for the younger generation and generations to come.

I wouldn’t like to give the impression that it’s only parents or older people who are expected to receive God’s word
and live it! I think God’s call comes to us at its most personal and urgent when we are young. That’s when most of us
felt called to our particular vocations. That’s when I felt the call to be a priest! God’s word has fresh soil and a great
future when it falls in a young heart. So if you are young, be generous with God. Be truthful and just and caring and
good-living. Be faithful to your Sunday Eucharist and give it continued life throughout the week in the great
commandment of love. One of the greatest saints the Church has ever produced, St Thérese of Lisieux, “the little
flower,” was only twenty-four when she died. What use she made of her youth! She had one great objective: At the
heart of the Church, my mother,” she said, “I shall be love.” Make that your own. Make it your personal resolution,
your greatest objective, your life-long ambition! At the heart of the Church, my mother, I shall be love.”



