
Parish of Malin (Clonca)            Sunday 28th August 2022 
 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year C Week 4)  

 
Fr. Peter Devlin P.P.       Fr. Charley Logue C.C.     Mass Times   
Malin      Malin Head           St. Patrick’s Church - Saturday 6pm Sunday 10:30am  
074 93 70615     074 93 70134                       Star of the Sea Church - Saturday 8pm Sunday 12 noon                          
E-Mail: malinparish@hotmail.com                              St. Mary’s Church - Sunday 9am  
Web Site: www.malinparish.ie           Facebook: Malin Parish  
 
Weekday Masses:  
St. Patrick’s Church, Aughaclay:             Wednesday  at 7:30pm  
Star of the Sea Church, Malin Head:             Tuesday and Friday at 7:30pm 
St. Mary’s Church, Lagg:                          Wednesday 9:30am 
The Oratory, Connolly Foundation:                   Friday at 10am 
 
First Anniversary Mass: Cassie Mc Colgan, Lematuder on Saturday 27th August at 6pm in St. Patrick’s Church. 
First Anniversary Mass: Margaret Houton, Portaleen, on Saturday 1st October at 6pm in St Patrick’s Church. 
Anniversary Mass: Carmel Mc Laughlin, Slieveban, on Saturday 1st October at 8pm in Star of the Sea Church, 
Anniversary Mass: Margaret Kelly, Gortnarrin, on Sunday 2rd October at 10:30am in St. Patrick’s Church. 
 
 
Parish Collection: Given the serious financial deficit which the parish suffered due to Covid your increased support is essential 
at this time. Please make cheques payable to “Malin Parochial”.  Collections for the last week:  Thank You. 

 Aughaclay Malin Head Lagg 
Parish 500 235 220 
Restoration 500 230 220 

 
15th August Sports at Malin Head raised €5400 (less expenses) for Parish Funds. Thanks for your support.                   
The Organising Committee has decided  that from next year, the Sports will be held on the Sunday nearest the 15th 
August . Next year the Sports will be on Sunday 20th August 2023. Other charities are asked to note that date to avoid 
having competing fundraising events on that day. 

Buncrana Parish is holding a Summer Garden Fête in the grounds of Scoil Mhuire, Buncrana on Sunday 28th August from  
3-6pm. Children’s races, bouncy castles, rickety wheel, dog show and much more. Come along for an afternoon of family fun! 
Admission €5 per adult / €15 per family. Children must be accompanied by an adult. See Facebook Page ‘Buncrana Parish’. 
 
Derry Diocesan Pilgrimage to Knock Shrine: Saturday 24th September, let by Bishop Donal McKeown.  Stations of the Cross 
at 2pm followed by Mass at 3pm, with Sacrament of the Sick.  Buses will travel from a variety of pick up points.  Information 
please contact Fr. Patrick Lagan at St. Eugene’s Cathedral on 028 7126 2894 or email: at cathedral@derrydiocese.org. 
Can you give 1.5 hours per week to volunteer with our Ukrainian Community?   The Malin Ukrainian Support Group needs 
volunteers to help the Ukrainian community by providing a forum for conversational English learning.   If you are interested in 
getting involved please join us on Thursdays @ 10:30am, upstairs in the Malin GAA centre or message us through our Malin 
Ukrainian Community Facebook page and we will get back to you. 
Accord Inishowen are hosting a Marriage Preparation Programme (Pre-Marriage) In Person Course on Friday 21st and Saturday 
22nd October 2022 in Carndonagh. To book: www.accord.ie/services/marriage-preparation or email for information 
accordinishowen@gmail.com. 
The Derry Diocesan Catechetical Centre, working in Partnership with Saint Mary’s University, Twickenham, offers the 
Masters in Catholic School Leadership. This is a post-graduate degree dedicated to the professional development and spiritual 
formation of Catholic school leaders. It is a great opportunity for those currently in leadership roles and those who aspire to, or 
have an interest in, leadership roles within the Catholic School system. Applications for the Autumn intake close 30th 
September 2022. If you require any further information, please contact the Derry Diocesan Catechetical Centre on 004428 
71264087 or email tferry@derrydiocese.org. 
 Gospel: Luke 14:1, 7-14   Place-seeking at a banquet: Jesus urges humility 

As Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees to eat a meal on the sabbath, they were watching him closely. When 
he noticed how the guests chose the places of honour, he told them a parable.   “When you are invited by someone to a wedding 
banquet, do not sit down at the place of honour, in case someone more distinguished than you has been invited by your host; and 
the host who invited both of you may come and say to you, ‘Give this person your place,’ and then in disgrace you would start 
to take the lowest place. But when you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he may 
say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher’; then you will be honoured in the presence of all who sit at the table with you. For all who 
exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.”    He said also to the one who had invited 
him, “When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbours, in 
case they may invite you in return, and you would be repaid. But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the 

Parish Fund               €955 
Restoration Fund      €950 
 



lame, and the blind. And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the 
righteous.” 

We do not save ourselves 

Psalm 15 praises the one who “takes no interest on a loan,” promising that “Such a one will stand firm for ever.” Until the late 
Middle Ages, the Church condemned as sinful the charging of interest on a loan. Since Christians were excluded from lending at 
interest, Jews had a virtual monopoly on banking. But when banking became essential for trade, theologians came to apply those 
biblical passages not to interest as such, but profiting from the misfortunes of others. The Jews had separate rules about lending 
to each other and lending to foreigners: “You may take interest on a loan to a foreigner, but you must not take interest from your 
brother” (Deut 23:21). 
This is a far cry from today’s globalised capitalism, ruled by the iron law of supply and demand. The greater the demand, the 
more we can charge for  goods and services. The core of raw capitalism is, “Maximum profit from every deal. If it’s is not 
profitable, get rid of it.” In a market forces environment, benevolence and compassion have no place. 
The transactional model can infect the personal sphere too, if we seek to be absolute masters of our own destiny. It’s mistaken to 
imagine that we can save ourselves. It can even seem a devotional thought: “I’m going to save my soul and win myself a place 
in heaven.” As if we could store up credits to be later shown to God, and claim eternal life on the basis of strict justice, like a 
cash transaction. 
The underlying problem is illustrated in today’s Gospel. It is the error of pharisaism, their self-sufficiency, their lack of true 
humility. They vied for the places of honour, which they saw as rightly theirs for strictly observing the Law. We, too, can fall 
into that error and forget our complete dependence on the grace of God, freely offered and unmerited. We can be so self-
absorbed and ungenerous, that the very idea of giving a helping hand to the poor and the needy, is foreign to us. 
In his parable, Jesus says, “Accept others; be open to them. Don’t build walls against others, or belittle them.” Better to situate 
ourselves among the poor, the lame and the blind. We are invited into God’s banquet-hall, out of sheer good will. We are invited 
so that divine mercy and goodness may be shown to all the world. But we could resist this free gift by thinking it unnecessary. 
We might secretly pray, “Lord, I’m a pretty decent person. I go to Mass on Sundays. I contribute to collections. I don’t slander 
people or do them harm. In fact, Lord, I reckon I’m all you could expect of me.” 
Jesus rejects pride like this, because it is the opposite of the deeper truth. Our salvation cannot be deserved, cannot be claimed, 
for the grace of God is a pure gift. It is better to come to God as a beggar with this simple request: “Lord, help me.” We need to 
accept our limitations, and realise our need for Christ’s redeeming power in our lives. Grace is most clearly present for one who 
knows that she or he is needy. As St Paul puts it, “I am content with my weaknesses and with insults, hardships, persecutions, 
for when I am weak, then I am strong” (2 Cor 12:9f).    
 Putting aside pride 
Part of today’s business culture is assertiveness training, aggressive marketing and general one-up-manship. In this context the 
call to self-effacement, gentleness and respect for non-influential people seems like nostalgia for a more gentle age, a bygone 
world. Signs of pride are all around us. The media too glibly distinguish between “Winners” and “Losers.” Hierarchy, whether 
in church or state, at work or recreation, is highly prized. As in Luke’s Gospel, seating plans are carefully arranged and the 
pecking order tightly observed. If arrangements go awry we feel offended, even slighted. Are these ceremonial positions, then, 
matters of true significance, that reflect our value in God’s sight? 
In the opening prayer we ask God to bring our gifts to perfection. Whatever we have, talent, wealth or the ambition which 
enables us to achieve, we have it from God. If “a generous rain” has been poured on us, if we have been given a home to live in, 
if we are in a comfortable position it is by the gift of God and we are meant to be sharers and carers. 
If we let pride rule our heart, we turn aside from God. It is illusory to devote ourselves to social climbing and seek the glare of 
the camera. We need to not take social and financial celebrity so seriously. Remember how other people live lives of quiet 
desperation, plagued with want and anxiety. If we pass them in the street, why not show some respect and compassion? 
In the city of the living God, everyone is like a firstborn child. As members of God’s family, we all have equal dignity. Can we 
reshape our lifestyle in the light of this? We are not required to deny our gifts, just to know them as God-given and act 
responsibly towards those less gifted or otherwise gifted.                                                                                                            
 
True Wisdom 
What is wisdom, according to the mind of Christ? The gospel poses this challenge within the context of a parable. In it, Jesus 
wants his disciples to be counter-cultural, regarding status-seeking and all ambition. They must stand out against prevailing 
social mores based on class, status, aggression and dominance. The woman or man who, as a believing Christian takes their 
guidance from Christ, will live by a different vision. 
In order to follow Jesus, gentleness, compassion, acceptance of the other, must be part of our way of life. In a society based on 
ambition, aggression, “going for it” regardless of consequences, being meek and humble can seem like a recipe for social 
disaster. But this is the point. What the Gospel presents is the direction we must take in order to build a just society with room in 
it for all. Violence of whatever kind is a recipe for disaster for humanity. Yet this is a hard lesson to learn. We are afraid to lose 
face or status. We connive in an unjust status quo, while pretending to be Christian. 
Jesus wants his followers to live life to the full. “I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.” (John 10:10). But 
our joie de vivre should include gratitude and humility. Real humility is not weakness. Gentleness is not cowardice. Humility is 
based on genuine self-awareness. We need these qualities if we are to live at peace with our neighbours. They are essential  if 
we are serious about changing our world to better reflect the will of God. 


