Synod 2023
The entire Catholic Church is called to participate in the upcoming Synod of Bishops! This
Synod is entitled: “For a Synodal Church: Communion, Participation, and Mission.”
Pope Francis has called the entire People of God to journey together. This Synod is not just
another meeting with oral presentations and written reports. This Synod is a process of
journeying together by listening, dialoguing, praying, discerning and making decisions
together for the purpose of proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Pope Francis is asking each local diocese to gather – clergy, religious and laity together- to
listen to each other. The “goal” of this journeying together is not to create a new vision or
pastoral plan with objectives. Rather, the goal of our journeying together is to be present
with one another, to listen and learn with each other, and to grow closer to the Lord and His
Church.
What are we being asked to do?
The Holy Father, Pope Francis is asking that the entire Church participate in this Synod. The
faithful, clergy and religious are invited to pray, listen, and talk together with the Bishops
before the 2023 gathering of Bishops in Rome. In our Diocese, we will pray, listen and talk
with one another through parish and diocesan listening sessions.
In creating the opportunity for listening and dialogue on the local level through this Synod,
Pope Francis is calling the Church to rediscover its deeply synodal nature. This rediscovery of
the synodal roots of the Church will involve a process of humbly learning together how God
is calling us to be as the Church in the third millennium.
The theme of this Synod, For a Synodal Church: Communion, Participation, and Mission
In the ceremony to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the institution of the Synod of
Bishops in October 2015, Pope Francis declared that “the world in which we live, and which
we are called to love and serve, even with its contradictions, demands that the Church
strengthen cooperation in all areas of her mission.” This call to cooperate in the mission of
the Church is addressed to the entire People of God. Pope Francis made this clear when he
issued a direct invitation to all the People of God to contribute to Church efforts towards
healing: “every one of the baptised should feel involved in the ecclesial and social change
that we so greatly need. This change calls for a personal and communal conversion that
makes us see things as the Lord does.” In April 2021, Pope Francis initiated a synodal
journey of the whole People of God, to begin in October 2021 in each local Church and
culminating in October 2023 in the Assembly of the Synod of Bishops.
Details of the listening session for our parish will be publicised later. All parishioners are
invited to express their views on how we can help the universal church develop its mission
to witness to the gospel through our active participation at local level.

PRAYER FOR THE SYNOD

We stand before You, Holy Spirit,
as we gather together in Your name.

With You alone to guide us,
make Yourself at home in our hearts;
Teach us the way we must go
and how we are to pursue it.

We are weak and sinful;
do not let us promote disorder.
Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path
nor partiality influence our actions.

Let us find in You our unity
so that we may journey together to eternal life
and not stray from the way of truth and what is right.

All this we ask of You,
who are at work in every place and time,
in the communion of the Father and the Son, forever and ever.

Amen.

