Parish of Malin (Clonca) Sunday 21* November 2021
Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe (Year B Week 4) |

Fr Peter Devlin P.P. Fr Charley Logue C.C. Mass Times I'¢
Malin Malin Head St. Patrick’s Church - Saturday 6pm Sunday 10:30am \ |
074 93 70615 074 93 70134 Star of the Sea Church - Saturday 8pm Sunday 12 noon
E-Mail: malinparish@hotmail.com St. Mary’s Church - Sunday 9am

Web Site: www.malinparish.ie  Facebook: Malin Parish

Weekday Masses:

St. Patrick’s Church, Aughaclay: Monday and Thursday at 7:30pm

Star of the Sea Church, Malin Head Monday at 10am, Tuesday and Friday at 7:30pm

St. Mary’s Church, Lagg: Wednesday at 9:30am

Anniversary Mass: Mary Margaret Lafferty, Malin Town, on Saturday 27" November at 6pm in St. Patrick’s Church.
First Anniversary: Ian Callaghan, Northtown, on Saturday 27" November at 8pm in Star of Sea Church

First Anniversary Mass:Mickey Duffy, Glengad and Scotland on Saturday 11" December at 6pm in St. Patrick’s Church
Anniversary Mass: Jim Rudden, Tully on Sunday 12" December at 9am in St. Mary’s Church.

First Anniversary : Michael Mc Laughlin (F), on Thursday 23" December at 7.30 in St Patrick’s Church.

First Anniversary: Rose Kelly, Glentoskert ,on Christmas Day at 9am in St Mary’s Lagg.

Parish Collection: Given the serious financial deficit which the parish suffered due to Covid your increased support is
essential at this time. Please make cheques payable to “Malin Parochial”.
Collections for last week: Thank You.
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Malin Parish Bingo : Many new exciting prizes! Bingo begins at 8.30pm every Sunday in the Parochial Hall.
All are welcome.

Malin Parish CEP is recruiting the following workers: 1 Administrator, 2 General Workers, 1 GAA Coach
Assistant. . Full details from Danny McGonagle, 0868124568,

Online Theology Open Evening, is this for you? The Priory Institute provides online Theology courses

to degree level. Attend Saturday lectures in Tallaght or from the comfort of your own home. Email:
enquiries@prioryinstitute.com to find out more about our Online Open Evening on Thursday 2"¢ December
7pm. To register for the Online Open Evening https://prioryinstitute.com/events/priory-institute-open-evening
Counselling: A professional confidential counselling service is available for couples or individuals through
Accord at the Pastoral Centre, Carndonagh, Co. Donegal, F93 XP59. Contact 074 93 74103 or e-mail
accordinishowen@gmail.com. Accord Inishowen are hosting Virtual Interactive Marriage Preparation
Programme (Pre-Marriage) Courses via Zoom on Saturdays 26" February, 12" March and 23" April 2022. To
book: www.accord.ie/services/marriage-preparation or email accordinishowen@gmail.com for more info.

The Net — November: Sharing the fruits of the faith in the Derry Diocese, the November edition of ‘The Net’ is
now available on the Diocesan website - https://www.derrydiocese.org/news/the-net-november-2021. For
coverage of faith stories just email editorthenetl S@gmail.com. Coverage in this edition includes: Mullan
HOPE Centre, Moville, evolved from faith, hope and love

Gospel: John 18:33-37 Pilate questions Jesus about kingship

Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?”
Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you about me?” Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew,
am [? Your own nation and the chief priests have handed you over to me. What have you done?” Jesus
answered, “My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this world, my followers would be
fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.” Pilate
asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I
came into the world, to testify to the truth. Whoever belongs to the truth listens to my voice.”

Whoever belongs to the Truth

Is the notion of kingship of any value to us, as democrats and republicans? Democracy, with all its
complexities, is our preferred form of regulating society, business, law and order. Except in figurative phrases
like “king of the road,” words like royalty and kingship, implying an absolute demand for respect and
subservience, evoke a bygone structure of inherited privilege and power. The so-called “divine right of kings”
sustained this structure and favoured the suppression of individual rights. So if kingship is an unsuitable image
for our times, how do we explain today’s feast, celebrating Christ as our king?



Does he demand our service and submission? Would he suppress our right to self-expression and all other
rights? When faced by Pontius Pilate, Jesus says clearly what kind of king he is. He tells the Roman Governor,
“My kingdom is not of this world.” His rule is far removed from a dictatorship. This noble prisoner, robed in
purple and crowned with thorns as a mock king before this ruthless Roman judge, claims a spiritual authority
that has nothing to do with the power to compel by force. His authority is the authority of truth. He is our king,
with authentic authority, because he lives the truth and has the power to lead others to the truth — the truth that
can save them to eternal life: “for this I was born and came into the world, to bear witness to the truth. All who
are on the side of truth listen to my voice” (John 18:37.)

Christ lived by the truth and he died for it. His true followers continue to commit their lives and even risk their
all for loyalty to him. In him the Son of the Eternal God, who reveals the Father of life and truth, millions find
the inspiration for their lives, the truth which makes them free. His life and teaching give us the clearest kind of
truth.

The truth of Christ blends word and action, in perfect harmony. Truth was vitally important to him, who hated
all sham and pretence. To get deeper in touch with the truth demands our attention and maybe some change in
our lifestyle. It needs periods of quiet, even spending some time with him in personal prayer. Truth cannot
really mark our lives without the inspiration which comes from Christ its source. It has to flow from prayer to
life, and back into prayer again. A new commitment to the truth can give us a new vision of life. And far from
oppressing us, Christ the King of truth will be the one to set us free.

To get deeper in touch with the truth demands our attention and maybe some change in our lifestyle. It needs
periods of quiet, even spending some time with him in personal prayer. Truth cannot really mark our lives
without the inspiration which comes from Christ its source. It has to flow from prayer to life, and back into
prayer again. A new commitment to the truth can give us a new vision of life. And far from oppressing us,
Christ the King of truth will be the one to set us free.

Two standards of judgement

A random act of kindness, a glass of water given out of goodness, seems like a very low threshold for a
personal friendship with Christ. Christians have always had a strong trust in Christ’s humanity; he was like us
in every way except that he did not sin. Although this Sunday portrays him returning in regal splendour, the
judgments of Jesus are not like ours either. He seeks good among the ordinary and the bad alike; too often we
seek bad among the ordinary and the good alike. For Jesus, the sinner who does a single act in kindness can be
saved. For the rest of us, the saint that does something wrong is tarnished forever.

His hands stretched out in forgiveness to those who had nailed them down. Ours stretch out to point in criticism
at the wrongdoer. But we have a dominant image of what a judge is like and how a judge should act. It is not
surprising that the image of Jesus as a fair but stern judge is deeply set with many Christians. There are even
some who delight in the idea of bad people getting their just deserts.

Just as Jesus told the soldiers arresting him that his kingdom was not of this world; his standard of judgment is
not of this world either. That should be good news, although not everybody sees it that way.

“Vengeance is mine,” said the Lord. Traditionally Christ has been represented as coming in majesty and power.
From Michelangelo’s ceiling of the Sistine Chapel to the mosaics in many a church apse, that image is
prominent in western art. It is familiar because it is like what we do in every way, except that we don’t forgive.
The classic picture includes tormented souls being dragged off to eternal flames.. It is likely that almost all of
us have an idea of some of the people who should be in that category.

In the 1970s musical Godspell, Stephen Schwartz recreated that judgment scene. Only, this time, Jesus has
second thoughts and brings the damned along too. They had sung a song asking for mercy and they received it.
That is an image which is very much in keeping with the words of Christ the King: “Judge not and you will not
be judged. Condemn not and you will not be condemned. Forgive and you will be forgiven.”

He brings a different kind of rule, a rule where boundless mercy trumps self-righteous justice.



