Parish of Malin (Clonca) Sunday 2" May 2021
Fifth Sunday of Easter ( Year B Week 1)

Fr. Peter Devlin P.P.  Fr. Charley Logue C.C. Mass Times
Malin Malin Head St. Patrick’s Church — No Mass
074 93 70615 074 93 70134 Star of the Sea Church — No Mass
St. Mary’s Church — No Mass
E-Mail: malinparish@hotmail.com Web Site: www.malinparish.ie Facebook: Malin Parish

Details on the times of online Masses and Prayers for the Covid 19 Crisis: https://www.catholicbishops.ie

Sincere Thanks to those who have sent in their collection envelopes, cheques and donations for the Parish
during the past week. Please make cheques payable to “Malin Parochial”.

Relaxation of restrictions on Public Religious Services: Full details will be in next week’s Bulletin.

Trocaire Collection: Parishioners are asked to send their donations directly to Troacaire using the Freepost
addressed envelope that was in the pack for Lent.. The address is Caoimhe de Barra, CEO Trocaire, Freepost
NS244 Maynooth, Co Kildare..

Troécaire Thank you for your support and help during Lent in promoting our campaign to help Awut and Ajak
and their communities in South Sudan. I am contacting you with a very special message from Father James.
Please share this message to all in your Parish — please pass on this prayer for all of you from Father James.
https://vimeo.com/536423075 With your support, a new day will come for South Sudan. Thank you for not
leaving South Sudan alone this Lent. Thank you for not forgetting the people of South Sudan. P.S Thank you
for keeping South Sudan, and families like Awut’s and Ajak’s in your hearts this Lent. You can share this video
on your website or social media pages to be sure that it reaches your Parishioners!

Masters in Catholic School Leadership
The Derry Diocesan Catechetical Centre, working in Partnership with Saint Mary’s University, Twickenham,
offers the Masters in Catholic School Leadership. This is a post graduate degree dedicated to the professional
development and spiritual formation of Catholic school leaders. It is a great opportunity for those currently in
leadership roles and those who aspire to, or have an interest in, leadership roles within the Catholic School
system. The next intake will be Autumn 2021. An information session via ZOOM will be held on Monday 7th
June at 3.30pm. If you are interested in attending this session or require any further information, please contact
the Derry Diocesan Catechetical Centre on 004428 71264087 or email tferry@derrydiocese.org.

For more information please visit https://catecheticalcentre.org/primary-school-resources/masters-in-catholic-
school-leadership/

St. Vincent de Paul Malin: If you find yourself in need of support or know someone who is in need please
contact SVP Malin Conference on 0830989600. All matters will be dealt with in confidentiality. Thank you to
everyone who supports the SVP Malin conference
Accord Inishowen will be hosting a Virtual Interactive Marriage Preparation Programme (Pre-Marriage
Courses) via Zoom will be on Saturday 215 August 2021. To book: https://www.accord.ie/services/marriage-
preparation or email accordinishowen@gmail.com for more information. Counselling: A professional
confidential counselling service is available for couples or individuals through ACCORD at the Pastoral Centre,
Carndonagh, Co. Donegal, F93 XP59. Contact 074 93 74103 or e-mail accordinishowen@eircom.net.
Invitation to respond - Diocese of Derry Environmental Strategy: The Diocese of Derry has launched a
consultative plan about climate change and the environment and is inviting everyone within the Diocese to
read, engage and respond to it. The plan identifies actions and behaviours that support rather than destroy the
environment. The suggestions cover such areas as land, buildings, energy, food, travel and waste. A draft of the
Environmental Strategy has been posted on the Derry Diocesan website, to view and/or download:
https://www.derrydiocese.org/diocese/environmental-strategy. Every attempt has been made to make the
Strategy both comprehensive and practical so as to suit each parish's particular situation. In order to ensure that
it is as helpful as possible to your various parish communities however, we would appreciate any constructive
feedback on it that you may have to give. We ask if you could: - Read the draft Strategy document and give
feedback on aspects that you feel could be supplemented/improved. - Begin to implement any aspect(s) of it
that you feel can be put into practice quickly and easily. - Draw the attention of both parish groups and
individual parishioners to the Strategy and encourage them to give feedback. (This would be especially relevant
to schools and any groups/individuals with particular interest in environmental issues). SUBMISSION




DEADLINE: Monday, 31 May 2021 Submit your comments, questions and suggestions to Patricia McCormack
by: Email: laudatosiderry(@gmail.com Telephone/text: 077 1190 0420 Facebook: Laudatosiderry.

Gospel: John 15:1-8 The image of Vine and Branches, on Christ’s closeness to his disciples

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-grower. He removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every
branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word that I
have spoken to you. Abide in me as [ abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides
in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me
and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is
thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you
abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is
glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.

More than just a code to guide us

People’s fascination with the history of ancient Egypt and its Pharaohs is not only for the wonderful buildings
and sculptures they left behind, but also from the social point of view. For here we had a whole people
organised for one purpose, to secure the continuation of the Pharaoh in the next world. They surrounded their
rulers’ burial with such detailed customs, laws and rituals, the purpose of which was to create the impression
that the Pharaoh was still alive. They even placed food in his tomb, together with his favourite furniture,
chariots, games and weapons. But the striking thing about mummies, whether royal or not, is that they are very,
dead indeed. Religion too can degenerate into code and cult, just a set of laws to be kept and rites to be fulfilled,
but such a religion will in time become dry and musty, and like the mummies utterly devoid of life. A celebrity
was asked on a T.V. religious programme about the place of religion on his life, and if he could easily do
without it, and he answered, “Yes, maybe, but then it is always a guide to help one keep in line.” For him
religion was a code to help him regulate his conduct. People of that mindset often want religion to be
mummified, like a static signpost in their lives. But, if it means anything, Christianity must be a living, a vibrant
force in one’s life. Not only does Christ live on in the community of believers, but through them, he carries on
his mission of ministering to people in need of his mercy and love.

In those who spread the words of the gospel to others, whether in the mission fields, in the parish, in our
schools, we have the fulfilment of Jesus’ prayer at the Last Supper, “That they may know the one true God, and
Jesus Christ whom you have sent.” In every instruction in the faith, given and received, we have a figure of
Christ restoring his sight to the poor man, who at first beheld people dimly, as if they were trees, and then came
to see clearly. In every sinner who comes to repentance we see, as it were, Lazarus raised once more from the
dead, casting off the shroud of sin that enveloped him. In every coming together around the Table of the
Eucharist, we, like the Apostles are witnesses before the whole world to the task, entrusted to us by Christ, of
proclaiming his death and resurrection until he comes at the end of time. Christianity is not, and never should
be, mere code or mere cult.

If you see Christianity as a code — “you must do this, you must avoid that, you must be present at this Mass”
— 1s one often heard — then it is possible to begin to credit your account before God by claiming, “I attend
Mass, I observe this law, I have progressed so much on the way you require of me.” It is possible to reach the
stage where you begin to see yourself as being perfect, with no further need of a saviour. But, alas, such an
assessment of one’s standing before God is precisely that of the Pharisees, of whom Christ said to his listeners,
“I tell you, if your virtue goes no deeper than that of the Scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the
kingdom of heaven” (Mt 5:20). True Christianity is the vision of ourselves as being encompassed by God’s
love, that despite our faults, God loves us to the point of foolishness, to the point of death on a cross. If we
believe in Christ, God is ready to regard us as his children and friends. Friends do not ask for literal commands,
but from their personal acquaintance with the one that loves them, they try and understand his half-words. From
love of him they try and anticipate his wishes.

If we see our lives as a response to the immense love God has for us, then there will no longer be constraint.
Rather will religion have a liberating effect in our lives. We will enjoy what scripture describes as “the liberty
of the children of God.” But then again, so great is the love of God for us that we will see our efforts at
responding to that love as always falling short of what we desire. The trouble with those who see their lives as
blameless is that they have limited vision. They do not raise their eyes above themselves. Why should we
continue to strive after something which seems beyond us? The answer from St Augustine 1s that we must do so
because we have an inbuilt need for God, and nothing short of him will ever satisfy that inner seeking which is
with us all our lives.



