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Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
(Year A Week 3)
Fr. Peter Devlin P.P.
Fr Charley Logue C.C.
Mass Times
Malin
Malin Head
St. Patrick’s Church - Saturday 6pm, Sunday 10:30am
074 93 70615
074 93 70134
Star of the Sea Church - Saturday 8pm, Sunday 12 noon
E-Mail: malinparish@hotmail.com
St. Mary’s Church - Sunday 9am
Web Site: www.malinparish.ie
Facebook: Malin Parish
Weekday Masses:
St. Patrick’s Church, Aughaclay:
Star of the Sea Church, Malin Head:
St. Mary’s Church, Lagg:

Monday ,Tuesday ,Wednesday, Thursday and Friday at 7:30pm.
Monday, Tuesday at 10am and Friday at 7:30pm.
Wednesday at 7:30pm and Thursday at 9:30am.

Details on the times of online Masses and Prayers for the Covid 19 Crisis: https://www.catholicbisops.ie
Months’s Mind Anniversary:Danaí Ward, Northtown, Malin Head on Friday 31st July, at 7:30pm in Star of the
Sea Church, Malin Head.
Sincere Thanks to those who have sent in their collection envelopes, cheques and donations for the Parish
during the past week. Please make cheques payable to “Malin Parochial”.
Visit of Bishop McKeown: Our Bishop will celebrate mass in St Patrick’s Aughaclay, on nest Saturday 25th
July at 6pm.
Churches Fully Open for Masses: There is no longer any limit on the maximum number allowed for
attendance at our churches. All parishioners are now welcome to attend weekend and weekday masses. What
matters is that all those who do attend, practice social distancing and take the sensible precautions that we are
used to taking in every other building. Our churches all have sanitiser inside the doors. Please use that. The
requirement for social distancing does not apply to a family sitting together, so families should use one seat
together. Other seats will be closed to ensure social distancing. Masses are also relayed outside in Aughaclay and
Lagg. There are also numerous opportunities for parishioners to attend one of the many other masses during the
weekdays.
Parishioners are strongly encouraged to attend one of these 10 weekday masses available during the week.
Parish First Communions: A decision about possible dates and arrangements for First Communion will be
made in early September in light of the covid circumstances at that time.
Messenger Magazine:The August copy is available free online: www.messenger.ie
The Net – July-August 2020: the July-August edition of ‘The Net’ will only be available on the Diocesan
website at this stage - https://www.derrydiocese.org/news/the-net-july-august-2020.
The Connolly Foundation: Letting of Lands, full details Inish Times, July 15th, Page 39
19 July, 2020. 16th Sunday, Year A 1st Reading: Wisdom 12:13, 16-19
Because God is all-powerful he governs the world with patience, allowing time for repentance
For who will say, “What have you done?” or who will resist your judgment?
Who will accuse you for the destruction of nations that you made?
Â Or who will come before you to plead as an advocate for the unrighteous?
For neither is there any god besides you, whose care is for all people, to whom you should prove that you
have not judged unjustly; nor can any king or monarch confront you about those whom you have
punished.
You are righteous and you rule all things righteously, deeming it alien to your power to condemn anyone
who does not deserve to be punished.
For your strength is the source of righteousness, and your sovereignty over all causes you to spare all.
For you show your strength when people doubt the completeness of your power, and you rebuke any
insolence among those who know it.
Although you are sovereign in strength, you judge with mildness, and with great forbearance you govern
us; for you have power to act whenever you choose.
Through such works you have taught your people that the righteous must be kind, and you have filled
your children with good hope, because you give repentance for sins.
Gospel: Matthew 13:24-43 God will judge all justly at the end of time
Jesus put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone who sowed
good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat,

and then went away. So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And
the slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field?
Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The slaves said to him,
‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ But he replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would
uproot the wheat along with them. Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I
will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat
into my barn.'”
He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took
and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs
and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.” He told them
another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three
measures of flour until all of it was leavened.” Jesus told the crowds all these things in parables; without a
parable he told them nothing. This was to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet: “I will open
my mouth to speak in parables; I will proclaim what has been hidden from the foundation of the world.”
Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying, “Explain to us
the parable of the weeds of the field.” He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man;
the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds ar the children of the
evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are
angels. Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son
of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, and
they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the
righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!
Giving Us Time to Grow
There were people in Our Lord’s time who wanted him to separate the bad from the good as well. Among
them were people who claimed the moral high ground, the Pharisees whose name means “the separated
ones.” Even John the Baptist expected Jesus to separate the cream from the skim, to have only holy people
around him. John foretold that Our Lord would separate the chaff from the wheat. He said (Mt 3:12) “He
will gather his wheat into his barn; but the chaff he will burn in a fire that will never go out.” That’s
precisely what Our Lord didn’t do. He had all sorts of people around him, a rainbow coalition of people,
the learned, the ignorant, the good-living, the badliving, tax-collectors, prostitutes, the lot. What in God’s
name is he doing, they said. Why doesn’t he get down to business? Why doesn’t he weed them out?
As any gardener knows, weeding can be the greatest threat of all to the life of the young seedling. At first,
the problem is one of identifying which is which. The weeds must be left until the seedling can be clearly
recognised. Even then, removing the weeds may pose an even greater threat. It might sever the seedling’s
root system. Often the weed brings the seedling away with it.
In the case of human beings it is an even more risky business. “Weeding-out” has no history of success
which doesn’t seem to curb people’s passion for it. Seventy years after Hitler’s final solution, the
horrendous weeding out of six million Jews in concentration camps, the Bosnian Serbs are attempting the
brutal policy of “ethnic cleansing.” Race, religion, colour, sex, politics are still considered ready-reckoners
for identifying society’s weeds. Increasing power over nature provides new and sinister instruments for
weeding out. The unborn child, the seed of life is threatened with abortion. At the other end of life,
euthanasia is proposed as the final solution for the new Jews, the old, the maimed, the incurables and the
burdensome. Right through life, the weeding-out continues remorselessly. The handicapped axe
institutionalised, the delinquent are penalised, the deviant are ostracised and the poor are patronised.
Weeding out is not confined to faceless bureaucracy. We’re all tempted to try our hand at it. We are sharp
at spotting the undesirables, the troublemakers, the misfits. One shudders to think of the people who
might have been weeded out if God had not chosen to intervene. Probably most of the saints in the
calendar. Peter, after his triple denial in the crucifixion crisis should have been weeded out for failing the
leadership test. Strange isn’t it, that Christ never weeded out Judas? The church did not always show her
master’s tolerance. Galileo could testify to that. The spirit of the Inquisition lives on. Excommunications
and anathemas may be out of fashion but old habits die hard.
The parable of the weeds is starkly simple and yet widely ignored. To the question “Do you want us to go
and weed it out?” the answer of Jesus is a categorical “No.” And the reason is self-evident. Only God has
eyes sufficiently discerning and fingers sufficiently gentle for this job. Weeding out is God’s prerogative.
Life would be so much better for everybody, if only we would leave it to him.

